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SUBJ: HUMAN RIGHTS: COLORADOS DEFY GOVERNMENT; EX-SENATOR 
SPEAKS TO LEADERS AT YEAR-END GATHERING 

1 . IN FIRST SIGNIFICANT PUBLIC ACT BY POLITICAL PARTIES SINCE 
JORGE BATLLE'S CEMETERY SPEECH IN JULY, 160 LEADERS OF 

THE COLORADO PARTY ASSEMBLED AT A MONTEVIDEO RESTAURANT DEC. 17 
FOR THE PARTY'S TRADITIONAL YEAR-END GATHERING. ANTICIPATING 
THAT THE GOU WOULD REFUSE THE REQUIRED LEGAL PERMIT FOR THE 
GATHERING (AS OCCURRED IN 1976) THE COLORADOS DID NOT REQUEST 
PERMISSION. HOWEVER, THERE WAS NO POLICE INTERFERENCE, OR 
NOTICEABLE POLICE PRESENCE. 

2. THE EVENING'S PRINCIPAL EVENT WAS A CAUTIOUS SPEECH 
DELIVERED BY EX-SENATOR RAUMAR JUDE, A BATLLE ALLY. JUDE 

MADE HIS POINTS BY EULOGIZING DEMOCRATIC FREEDOMS, THE AMERICAN 
EXAMPLE, AND THE CARTER HUMAN RIGHTS POLICY, MIXED WITH 
REFERENCES TO URUGUAY'S PROUD TRADITIONS. HE ALSO HAD GOOD 
WORDS FOR THE BLANCO PARTY, WHILE ESCHEWING ALL BUT THE MOST 
INDIRECT CRITICISM OF THE GOU. 

3. COMMENT. BY COINCIDENCE, BATLLE, JUDE, AND AMILCAR 
VASCONCELLOS (THE PARTY'S THREE MOST ACTIVE LEADERS) HAD 
VISITED THE EMBASSY AT THEIR REQUEST FOR A LENGTHY DISCUSSION 
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WITH THE AMBASSADOR TWO DAYS PREVIOUSLY. IN THE CURRENT SUPER- 
HEATED ATMOSPHERE OF SUSPICION, THIS MEETING WAS APPARENTLY 
DEEPLY DISTURBING TO SOME GOU ELEMENTS AND, ACCORDING TO 
BATLLE, THE GOU SERIOUSLY CONSIDERED ARRESTING ALL THREE 
PROSCRIBED LEADERS FOR ENGAGING IN PROHIBITED POLITICAL 
ACTIVITY (INSTITUTIONAL ACT 4). ALTHOUGH NO ACTION WAS TAKEN 
EITHER IMMEDIATELY OR DURING THE INTERVENING PERIOD, IT IS 
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ENTIRELY POSSIBLE THAT THE GOU WILL STILL TAKE SOME REPRISALS 
EITHER AGAINST THE THREE LEADERS OR, AS WAS DONE AFTER THE 
CEMETERY SPEECH, AGAINST THEIR PRINCIPAL LIEUTENANTS. AT THAT 
TIME, NOT ONLY WERE THE STIPENDS OF A NUMBER OF FORMER LEGIS- 
LATORS REDUCED, BUT OTHER INDIVIDUALS WERE FIRED FROM 
GOVERNMENT OR TEACHING POSTS. 

4. WHEREAS THE BATLLE SPEECH WAS DELIBERATELY PASSED 
TO GOU OFFICIALS AND TO THE WIRE SERVICES, THE COLORADOS ARE NOT 
NOW INCLINED TO MAKE JUDE'S REMARKS AVAILABLE BEYOND PARTY 
LEADERSHIP CIRCLES. HOWEVER, MIMEOGRAPHED COPIES ARE ALREADY 
IN CIRCULATION, AND IT IS LIKELY THAT, INTENTIONALLY OR NOT, 

THEY WILL BE SPREAD WIDELY. 

PEZZULLO 
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